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THE IMPACT OF NEW LIBRARIES ON CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY 


MONTREAL / January 24, 1985 -- Lobbying began nearly 20 years ago to gain provincial 
government support for new library facilities -- both at Sir George Williams University 
and Loyola College. In the 10 years since the merger, the need for new facilities has 


become increasingly acute because of a mushrooming student population. 


The dilemma was recognized by a committee of three senior librarians appointed by the 
Education Ministry in 1978 to report on the state and needs of Quebec university 
libraries. At the time Concordia had 8.1 square feet of library space for each full-time 
equivalent student compared to a Quebec average of 13.1. There were 8.25 full-time 
equivalent students to each Concordia library seat, while the Quebec average was 5.69. 
Little wonder that the committee concluded: "It is obvious Concordia's present facilities 


do not meet North American space standards for university libraries." 


By the time the 1980s arrived, the problem was even worse. In 198] the University had 
to put half of its Norris Library collection of books, journals and other publications into 
storage due to lack of space. The situation was so bad that if one new book was bought, 


an old one had to be removed from the shelves. 


"If people had set out to design a building that would inconvenience users and staff to the 
maximum extent, they couldn't have done a better job than the Norris," the special 
collections coordinator, Martin Cohen, was quoted in the Mar. 18, 1982 edition of The 


Thursday Report. Conditions could be summarized in one word: "appalling". 


That year, plans were unveiled for the University Library Centre on the downtown 


campus and for an extension to the Vanier Library at the west-end campus. 


What will the plans mean to the downtown campus? Library facilities scattered over 11 
floors in four buildings will be brought together in one building. Books and periodicals 


that were a mere five years old will no longer have to be kept elsewhere; over 400,000 


/2 


volumes will no longer have to be stored in a converted warehouse, where the absence of 
proper temperature control has been harming the collection. No longer will books have 
to be shuttled daily from warehouse to library and back again. No longer will Concordia 
graduate students have to regularly use McGill libraries, stretching that University's 


facilities to the limit. 


And what will the plans mean to the west-end campus? The Vanier Library will also gain 
much needed space for students and books - virtually doubling its present size. The poor 
ventilation, sound insulation and temperature control will be corrected. The lack of 
computer terminals, because of an inadequate electrical system, will no longer be a 


problem. 


For the entire University, the construction of the Library Centre will mean that at last 


Concordia will be able to give students proper facilities. 
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For further information contact KEN WHITTINGHAM, Acting Director, Concordia 
University Public Relations Department, at (514) 879-8497. 


